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Knowledge progression grid for GEOGRAPHY 
 

Geography – Learning Progression 

Key Area EYFS Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 
Locational 
Knowledge 

Know the name of 
the village our school 
is in.  
 
Know the name of 
the village/area they 
live in.  
 
Know that they live 
in England.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Know the names of 
the world’s seven 
continents and five 
oceans.  
 
Know the names and 
locations of the four 
countries of the 
United Kingdom. 
 
Know the names and 
locations of the 
capital cities of 
England, Wales, 
Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 
 

Know the names and 
location the world’s 
seven continents and 
five oceans. 

Know the names, 
locations, and 
characteristics of the 
four countries and 
capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas.  

Know the location of 
hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation 
to the Equator and 
the North and South 
Poles.  

Know where 
Nottinghamshire and 
Nottingham are on a 
map.  
 
Know the names of 
several different 
cities of the UK and 
the human and 
physical 
characteristics.  
 
Locate North and 
South Americas.  
 
Name and locate 
several countries in 
Europe including 
France, Germany, 
Spain and Italy. 
 
Know where the 
world’s famous 
volcanoes are 
located. 
 
Know where some of 
the world’s biggest 
earthquakes 
happened. 
 
Know a world map 
how to locate areas 
of similar 

Know the names and 
locations of the main 
counties, cities and 
Geographical regions 
in England.  
 
Know the names and 
locations of the main 
counties and cities 
in/around 
Nottinghamshire.  
 
Name and locate 
several countries in 
Europe - France, 
Germany, Spain, Italy. 
Belgium, Netherlands, 
Portugal, Denmark. 
 
Know and locate the 
capital cities of 
several European 
countries -  
France, Germany, 
Spain, Italy, Belgium, 
Netherlands, Portugal, 
Denmark. 
 
Know the position and 
significance of 
Equator, N. and S. 
Hemisphere, Tropics 
of Cancer and 
Capricorn. 

Know the location of 
the main countries in 
North or South 
America. Know the 
location and name of 
principal cities. 
 
Know the location of 
the main countries of 
Europe inc. Russia.  
 
Know the capital 
cities of Europe. 
 
Know the similarities 
and differences 
between two 
different regions in 
UK rural/urban 
(Lowdam and 
Leicester) 
 
Know the position 
and significance of 
latitude/longitude.  
 
Know a world map 
how to locate areas of 
similar environmental 
regions, either desert, 
rainforest or 
temperate regions.  
 
Know the name of 
and locate the key 

Know how to locate 
on a world map the 
main countries in 
Africa, Asia and 
Australasia/Oceania.  
 
Know how to use a 
world map to locate 
the main 
environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
characteristics, and 
major cities. 
 
Know how land use 
patterns in the UK 
have changed over 
time. 
 
Know how to map 
how land use has 
changed in the local 
area over time. 
 
Know the position and 
significance of the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones (including day 
and night) 
 
Know the name of and 
locate the key 
topographical features 
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environmental 
regions – rainforests.  
 
 
 
 
 

Know and be able to 
locate highest 
mountains, make 
comparisons with UK. 
 
Know the name of 
and locate the key 
topographical 
features including hills 
and mountains.  

topographical 
features of the UK 
including rivers.  
 
Know and be able to 
locate the longest 
rivers in the world, 
make comparisons 
with UK.  

of the UK including 
coast, hills, 
mountains, coasts and 
rivers.  
Know how these have 
changed over time. 
 
Know and be able to 
locate largest deserts, 
make comparisons 
with UK. 
 
Know how to compare 
land use maps of UK 
from past with the 
present.  

Place Knowledge Know that the United 
Kingdom has 
similarities and 
differences with 
other countries in 
the world. 

Know the 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences between 
Lowdham and the 
Village, Ghana.  
 
Know the human and 
physical features of 
Lowdham and the 
Kings Village, Ghana.  

Know the 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences between 
Lowdham and Ilusiat, 
Greenland.  

Know the human and 
physical features of 
Lowdham and Ilusiat, 
Greenland.  

Know the human and 
physical features of 
Lowdham and 
Nottingham. 
 
Know the  
geographical 
similarities and 
differences between 
Lowdham and The 
Amazon. 
 
Know the human and 
physical features of 
Lowdham and The 
Amazon.  

Know the  
geographical 
similarities and 
differences between 
Nottingham and 
Castleton.  
 
Know the human and 
physical features of 
Lowdham, 
Nottingham and 
Castleton.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Know the  
geographical 
similarities and 
differences of 
Nottingham and Loire 
Valley, France.  
 
Know the physical and 
human features of 
Loire Valley, France. 
Know how these 
compare to 
Nottingham. 
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Human &Physical 
Geography 

Know some changes 
in the natural world 
such as the changing 
seasons. 
 
Know some 
similarities and 
differences between 
life in this country 
and life in other 
countries.  
 
Know some 
environments that 
are different to the 
ones they live in.  

Know the location of 
hot and cold areas of 
the world.  
 
Know the names of 
some key physical 
features, including:, 
forest, hill, mountain, 
soil, valley, 
vegetation,. 

Know the names of 
some key human 
features, including: 
city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, 
office. 

Know about seasonal 
and daily weather 
patterns in the 
United Kingdom. 
 
Know the location of 
hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation 
to the Equator and 
the North and South 
Poles.  

Know the names of 
some key physical 
features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, 
season and weather. 

  

Know the names of 
some key human 
features: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop.  

Know about and 
describe key aspects 
of physical geography 
including volcanoes 

and earthquakes.   
 
Know how to 
describe key aspects 
of physical and 
human geography 
within the rainforest.  
 
Know the different 
layers of the 
rainforest. 
 
Know about early 
settlements and 
some reasons why 
early people choose 
to settle there. (Stone 
Age link) 
 
 

Know about and 
describe key aspects 
of physical geography 
including mountains.    
 
Know the key features 
and climate of Mount 
Everest. Know the key 
features and climate 
of the Alps. 
 
Know about types of 
settlements in 
modern Britain: 
villages, towns, cities. 
 
 
  

Know about and 
describe key aspects 
of physical geography 
including climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts.   
 
Know about and 
describe key aspects 
of physical geography 
including rivers and 
the water cycle.  
 
Know about types of 
settlements in Saxon 
Britain.  
 

Know how to define 
trade.  
Know how to define 
global trade. 
 
Know what imports 
and exports are.  
Know why the UK 
imports food. 
Know what imports 
and exports are.  
 
Know why the UK 
imports food.  
Know what the UK 
exports and where 
these exports go. 
 
Know what fair trade 
is.  
Know what a highest- 
value export is.  
 
Know how a 
countries physical 
and human 
geography 
determines its 
highest-value export. 
 
Know about 
economic activity 
including trade links 
and the distribution 
of natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water. 
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Geographical Skills 
& Fieldwork 

Know that an aerial 
view shows the 
school from above.  
 
Know how to draw 
information from a 
simple map.  
 
Know how to draw 
simple maps of the 
classroom, school 
grounds and familiar 
imaginary story 
settings.  

Know how to use 
world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify 
the United Kingdom 
and its countries. 
 
Know how to devise a 
simple map. 
 
Know how to use 
simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to 
study the key human 
and physical features 
of its surrounding 
environment.  
 
Know how to use 
simple fieldwork 
techniques - take 
photos, add photos to 
digimaps in a group, 
add photos to a large 
paper map, use a 
simple recording 
technique to express 
their feelings about a 
specific explaining 
what they like or 
dislike about it. 
 
 
 
 

       Know how to use 
aerial photographs to 
recognise landmarks 
and their basic 
human and physical 
features.   

K     Know how to devise a 
simple map and use 
and construct basic 
symbols in a key.  

Know how to use 
simple compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and 
West)  

Know how to use 
locational and 
directional language 
[for example, near 
and far; left and 
right], to describe 
the location of 
features and routes 
on a map. 

Know how to use 
simple fieldwork and 
observational skills 
to study the 
geography of their 
school and its 
grounds.  

Know how to use 
simple fieldwork 
techniques -  draw a 
free hand map of the 
school grounds,  

Know how to use 
maps, atlases and 
globes to locate 
several UK cities, and 
the north and south 
Americas. 
 
Know how to use 
fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record 
the human and 
physical features in 
the local area using a 
range of methods – 
record geographical 
information on map, 
questionnaires, field 
sketches, free hand 
maps, and ways to 
present quantitative 

data. 
 

Know how to use 
maps, atlases, globes 
and digital mapping to 
locate UK cities, 
several European 
countries and 
describe features 
studied.  
 
Know how to use 
some basic symbols 
and a key (including 
the use of a simplified 
Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their 
knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and 
the wider world.  
 
Know the eight points 
of a compass.  
 
Know how to use 
four-figure grid 
references. 
 
Know how to use 
fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record 
the human and 
physical features in 
the local area using a 
range of methods – 
field sketches, design 
and use a 
questionnaire, design 
and conduct 
interviews, collect, 
analyse and present 

Know how to use 
maps, atlases, globes 
and digital mapping 
to locate European 
countries and the 
north and south 
Americas and 
describe features 
studied.  
  
 
 
Know how to use the 
eight points of a 
compass with 
increasing 
independence.  
 
Know how to use 
four-figure grid 
references, symbols 
and a key to build 
their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom.  
 
Know how to use 
fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record 
the human and 
physical features in 
the local area using a 
range of methods – 
digital recordings, 
sampling techniques, 
collect, analyse and 
present quantitative 
data in comparative 
bar graphs.   
 

Know how to use 
maps, atlases, globes 
and digital mapping to 
locate countries 
(Europe and world 
wide) and describe 
features studied.  
 
Know how to use six 
figure grid references, 
symbols and a key to 
expand their map 
skills to include non-
UK countries.   
 
Know how to use 
fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record 
the human and 
physical features in 
the local area using a 
range of methods – 
make models and 
annotated drawings to 
record observations, 
draw free hand maps, 
record selected 
geographical data on a 
map or large scale 
plan, collect, analyse 
and present 
quantitative data in 
scatter and line graph 
and use a transect to 
observe changes in 
buildings and land 
use. 
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marking information 
on a large scale plan, 
make annotated 
drawings to show 
variations, design a 
simple recording 
technique to express 
their feelings about a 
specific explaining 
what they like or 
dislike about it. 
 

quantitative data in 

charts and graphs. 
 

 


